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What fuelled an advertising man into becoming an author
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ome people are fortunate encugh
to be born writers, On the other
el of the spectrum, some
(e rake it as amous, drool-wortly
Puilitaer Prize-winning writers through
sl haed worle, Aad then there are
pormut wiilers whose storytelling skills
el lnocloes] inke Uhelr Beads by aostroke
O pure good ek
Local author Jeremy Chin is one

such example. A small accider

change in the quiet boy who used to
play competitive chess in primary
school From a knock on the head,
thanks to a flying piece of metal
emerged a young man overflowing with
stories and ideas. [gnoring textbooks
and skipping lessons, friends would
surround this modern-day Penglipur
Lara to listen to fables and tales that
were [ar removed from their gwn lives

But for Chin, the journey from
storyteller to author was not as simple as
it might seem. Chin's life would meander
through a wide variety of experiences
before the notion to write amything down
would materialise. It inally has. in the
form of a book entitled Fuel

set in London, Fuelis about Timathy
Malcolm 5mith, a young creative
director at an advertising agency who
harbours a secret dream of not just
participating but also winning the New
York Marathon. Training from the time

he was a child yet never running in

Chiire | started
thinking about
how | would be
competitions, Smith'sdream isto arrive | remembered once
in The Big Apple unannounced and take | | was gone
home the winner's trophy

If rewviews of the book
are to he believed, Fus!
is a life-changing and
cathartic read, the kind
af baak = miuch like Paalo
Coelho's The Alchemist, for
example — that changes
You as you read it. The
author's own journey of
self -discovery, told through
the moving of the character in
the boolk, resonates with the
reader

“T'was just thinking about
my life,” he begins. "Prior
to this] was in a digital

there and all that, | didn't

regret poing to work

on Mondays, Just that |

started contemplating my
final moments on earth
and | started thinking

A successiul careet in
advertising is the price Chin
paid for Fuel — it was one or the
ather, But the idea to even write
it came in a Holhywood-worthy
way — Lhin questioned his own
mortality and the way he would be
remermnbered when he was dead

about how [wauld be
remnermbered once | was
gone.” Dissatished with
the image that came to
mind, Chin embarked

U1 d SUOL-SEarciing

journey that would determine the way
he spent the rest of his life

Thad three criteria that needed to
be [ulfilled at this new thing | was poing
todo,” he explains. "First, | had to enjoy
doing this new thing, Second. 1 had to

e b

hills. When [ looked at my criteria and
my passion for the arts, writing seemed
the best option.

Chin had already noticed that the
literary scene in Malaysia was not very
[riendly to local ction writers in that we
tend to gravitate towands local writer
anly for non-fiction and factual stuff
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to be entertained. This understanding
changed the direction Chin's writing
would take. “1 knew 1ah there is no way
[ could make it in Malaysia as a fiction
writer — unless [ wrote about feng shui
or hiow to be a millionaire. So [ set out
with the knowledge that [ was writing
for an international market.'

Competing with the 1 K Rowlings of
the world was intimidating, to say the
least, but Chin had his sights set on being
better than her and writers in her ilk in
order to stand out. His ambition seems
a litthe [ar -fetched until you realise that
driven by that ambition, Chin has in fact
already written his book
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His experiences in London, Chin Says, were
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without seemin et
there is nasthe
protagonist works towards achieving his
lifedorg i ar THing many ather
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Thete are definitely more books that
Chin wants to write but he will only pursue
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thern if his first book does well. While this1s

hardly reason enough to go out and buy the
book, we do owe it to ourselves to support

p of local authors who need

[

Jast as much as any other writer, a chandce 1o

present their work

Fuelis avallable at Kinokuniya KLCC, MPH
Bookstores and Sihverfish Books. To contact the

writer, emall good2bbald@yahoo.com.



